Day 1:

Introductions, syllabus with flexible grading system including extra credit, open-book/notes test/3x5 cards, classroom policies: rules, make-ups, availability, coming to class prepared (notes, pencils/pens, calculators)- (what about protractors, metric rulers, compasses, and graph paper?) tips for being a successful student, "Your minds are mush." from the professor on Paper Chase.

I. keep note book

II. physics takes some getting used to

III. get involved

IV. don't get behind

do some interesting demonstrations - i.e. diffraction gratings, prove that earth is not moving, etc.

Day 2:

why study physics?

introduce metric system: meter (~106 m = 104 km from equator to pole), kg, sec (alligator 1, alligator 2, etc.).

do metric scavenger hunt

hand out metric madness work sheet: 

Day 3:

hand out metric system workshop

working with powers of 10

estimating

working with units

Day 4:

worksheet on motion

developing the concept of speed - use wind up car and metronome

Day 5:

