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Perfume Lab
Note: As the chemicals used in this lab can be irritating to the skin or carcinogenic if consumed, never apply esters to your body or taste them.
Esters are fragrances  made of an alcohol reacting with an acid. Sulfuric acid serves as a catalyst.

1. Why should alcohols be used as bases for fragrances, as opposed to water?

- Place a beaker half-filled with water on a hot-plate, and bring to near boiling.
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- Add 1 squirt of the following to a test tube:

1. n-amyl alcohol

2. acetic acid

3. sulfuric acid

- Place the test tube in the boiling water until a fragrance results.

2. What fragrance results from this mix?
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- Add 1 squirt of the following to a test tube:

1. ethyl alcohol

2. acetic acid

3. sulfuric acid

- Place the test tube in the boiling water until a fragrance results.

3. What fragrance results from this mix?
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- Add 1 squirt of the following to a test tube:

1. methyl alcohol

2. salicylic acid

3. sulfuric acid

- Place the test tube in the boiling water until a fragrance results.

4. What fragrance results from this mix?

5. What other tests should the fragrances undergo before using them in beauty products?

