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Exploratorium Climate Change Webquest
Go to the following website: http://www.exploratorium.edu/climate/index.html
Read everything on the pages – look especially at graphs, diagrams, and images!

Click on Overview of Climate Change Research.

1. How have global temperatures fluctuated since the last Ice Age? By how much?

2. Is the whole global warming evenly? List one place that it is hotter than usual, and one place that it is colder than usual.

Click on next.

3. What is an energy budget?

4. What components to the energy budget add heat, and which components prevent heat from entering the atmosphere?

5. What percentage of solar radiation is reflected off of the earth’s surface?

6. What is an aerosol, and how does it impact global temperature?

7. What are two things that make determining the earth’s temperature change complicated for scientists to study?

Click on next.

8. What two characteristics affect current flows in the ocean? How might global warming affect this?

9. What is a positive feedback? Give an example related to global warming.

10. What is a negative feedback? Give an example related to global warming.

11. What may eventually happen to the Maldives if the earth’s temperature continues to increase?

12. If the sea levels were to rise, in what region of the world would most people drown? Why?

Click on next.

13. What is albedo?

14. Where is most of the snow located in the Northern hemisphere? Where is the ice?

15. What happens to temperature change as carbon dioxide levels increase?

Click on next.

16. What is the “greening hypothesis”?

17. How might increasing temperatures impact plant growth? Why?

18. How might increasing temperatures impact Malaria risk to humans? Why?

19. How might increasing temperatures impact coral bleaching? Where is it occurring?

Click on next.

       20. What is the IPCC?

