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“The Age of Polymers” Video Notes
From the series “A World of Chemistry.” www.annenberglearner.org
1. What makes polymers different from other molecules?

2. What material are most polymers made out of?

3. Draw an ethylene molecule:

4. How must ethylene molecules be put together to make for a strong polymer?

5. What is cross-linking?

6. What are 3 examples of natural polymers?

7. What are 3 examples of synthetic polymers?

8. What are 3 uses of synthetic polymers in technology today?

	Recycle

Code
	Name
	Examples

	 1
	PET - polyethylene terephthalate
	 Clear, 2 liter beverage bottles 

	 2
	HDPE - High density polyethylene
	 Milk jugs, detergent bottles, some water bottles 

	 3
	 PVC - Polyvinyl chloride
	 Saran wrap, plastic drain pipe, shower curtains, some water bottles 

	 4
	 LDPE - Low density polyethylene
	 Plastic bags, garment bags, coffee can lids 

	 5
	 PP - Polypropylene
	 Aerosol can tops, rigid bottle caps, candy wrappers, bottoms of bottles 

	 6
	 PS - Polystyrene
	 Hard clear plastic cups, foam cups, eating utensils, 
deli food containers, some packing popcorn 

	 7
	 Other
	 Biodegradable, Some packing popcorn

	-
	Papers, Cardboards
	

	-
	Rubbers
	

	-
	Sugars
	


