NSTA Standard 4: ISSUES

Observations and Reflections
Teaches of science recognize that informed citizens must be prepared to make decisions and take action on contemporary science- and technology-related issues of interest to the general society. They require students to conduct inquiries into the factual basis of such issues and to assess possible actions and outcomes based upon their goals and values.

INTRODUCTION

Teacher Observed: 

Observation Date: 

Times of Observation: 

Class Observed: 

Duration of Observation: 

Overview of Lesson: 

Class Management Practices: 

OBSERVATIONS

Knowledge

The teacher is able to relate science to potential careers, and to knowledge in other domains.

The teacher is able to make use of local and national problems, issues, and concerns as a context for teaching scientific and technological concepts and processes.

The teacher is able to integrate discussion of value relationships among science, technology, the individual, and society to form thematic strands that connect concepts throughout the course.

Dispositions

The teacher values the importance of science to the daily lives of students as evidenced by drawing periodic attention to the relationships between science, technology, and society.

The teacher values the role of science in modern society as evidence by the periodic engagement of students in discussions of how values affect scientific knowledge and its applications in technology and society.

The teacher values of role of his/her discipline in other sciences as evidenced by making periodic mention of these relationships.

Performances
The teacher engages students in examination of local issues related to the applications of scientific and technological knowledge.

The teacher personalizes science where appropriate.

The teacher works with teachers from other fields, including social science and technology education, to incorporate interdisciplinary activities into instruction.

The teacher links experiences in the classroom to the broader world beyond, and takes advantage of events and topics of interest, and can redefine goals skillfully.

ANALYSIS

Post-Class Assessment (Describe how well you feel the teacher you observed demonstrated this standard. Cite evidence from your observations to support your conclusion.)
Application of Standard (Explain how you would apply this standard to your own teaching.)
