Hi, Gang,

Here is the first part of a 7-part ISU PTE Care Package. Each of the Care Package e-mails will contain from 5 to 7 files with a total download of about 1.2 megabytes. This is all material that I created while I was teaching at University High School back in 1994-95. Most of this material you can use "as is," but all of it can be revised for your own use. It's there to help you. Use what you want; trash the rest.

I hope to be able to send you things each month for the next several months, but this will probably be the largest Care Package of the year. Nonetheless, don't forget the large amount of material available to you through the ISU PTE web pages: http://www.phy.ilstu.edu/pte.html. Evidence seems to suggest that there is much worth to be found in these pages if 15,000 hits per week (!) is any indicator.

I'll always be here for you to offer "fatherly" advice, so if you have any questions, don't hesitate to ask for it. Perhaps you will need an idea; maybe you won't know how to reaction in a particular situation. Well, I might not know either, but two heads are almost always better than one.

So, here is my fatherly advice for the first few weeks of class:

1) Resolve to do your best; show interest in and compassion for your students; remember that what you really want to teach is useful life skills -- physics is just the way to convey it; accept the fact that teaching is one of the hardest jobs you'll ever love; love your students.

2) Make physics fun. Include lots of inquiry. Start off the first few days of class showing your students what physics is all about. Get them involved in a scientific experiment such as finding the relationship for the period of a pendulum. Set the stage for active inquiry. Remember, physics is fun when it's hands on, minds on. Students lose interest when it becomes a matter of merely memorizing subject matter from lectures and textbooks.

3) If you keep it fun, that will minimize your classroom management problems. Don't waste students' time; they'd rather do that for themselves and on their own terms. Yes, lay down the law the first day of class -- after all, your classroom ISN'T a democracy. Still, give the students guiding principles based upon respect for self, respect for others, and respect for the school, its personnel, it rules, and its property. Keep it short and sweet.

4) It's important to address safety concerns at the outset; don't forget to go over the rules and have your students sign safety contracts.

5) Take out some time and have fun yourself. You will be very, very busy the first few years of teaching, so don't be surprised when you find yourself working 16-hour days. Nonetheless, realize that this level of work effort will subside IF you document your work on a daily basis and keep copies of everything you do.

6) Never forget that you have one of the most important jobs in the world, even though you aren't being paid for it, people rarely acknowledge that fact.

7) Be a teaching professional, not merely an educational technician.

I'm sure that there's much more that I could say, but I won't take the time to do so know. I rest comfortably in the belief that each one of you is well grounded in your philosophy of education, and you should be able to rise to any occasion. It has been a please to work with each of you over the past few years; I'm proud to call you my own. 

Good luck and have a great year!

