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Climate Change Graphs Worksheet
Skim through the graphs in your packet to answer the following questions about global climate change.

Carbon Dioxide

Graph A

1. Which of the lines provide information about carbon dioxide in the atmosphere?
2. What happens to the temperature as carbon dioxide concentrations increase?
Graph B

3. How many years of information does this graph include?

4. Has the earth’s temperature increased every year?

Graph C

5. On which side of the graph is today? 

6. What do you notice about the earth’s temperature over the past 400 thousand years?

Graph D

7. What information is included in this graph?

8. Does this graph suggest that humans or natural factors are causing global warming? Explain your answer.

Graph E

9. What sector of the US economy gives off the most greenhouse gases?

10. Would it make a difference to stop driving cars? Explain your answer.

Other Causes

Graph G

11. What has happened to the amount of ozone in the upper atmosphere since 1900?

12. How do sulfates affect global warming?

Graph H

13. Precession, obliquity, and eccentricity are all terms associated with how far the earth is from the sun. How do these three factors change over time?

14. Does this chart suggest that global warming is caused by humans or by natural factors? Explain your answer.

Graph I

15. Scientists argue that more dust in the atmosphere slows or stops global warming. Explain why this is the case.

16. Give and explain one piece of evidence to support your statement in #16.

Graph J

17. Explain what information this graph tells us about the sun.

Graph K

18. Look at the “Maunder Minimum.” What do you predict the earth’s temperature to be like during this period? Explain.

Summary
19. What factors contribute to heating or cooling the earth?

	Heats the Earth
	Cools the Earth

	
	


20. What evidence is provided that global warming is caused naturally or by humans?

	Natural Causes
	Human Causes

	
	


