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1. In which direction should a traveler leave Alaska to make the shortest possible trip to Russia?

2. A plane flies from the tip of South America to Australia making the shortest possible trip. Which direction does the plane leave South America?

3. Which land mass is larger, Alaska or the continental USA?

4. A person travels along the equator heading east. He then turns left and heads for the North Pole. Upon arriving at the pole our traveler turns left again, and proceeds onward. In which direction is our traveler heading at this point?

5. An explorer begins travel in the jungles of Africa. He travels one-quarter the way around the earth to the east. He then makes a left turn and goes the same distance. He turns left again, and for the third time goes the same distance. Where is the explorer now located?

6. A person travels due north from Chicago to the North Pole. Without changing her direction, either left or right, she passes over the pole in a straight line. After crossing over the pole which direction is she going?

7. A city at half way between the equator and the North Pole is located 6,000 miles due east of another city. If a plane pilot in the westernmost city want to fly to the other city, should he fly due east to get there in the shortest amount of time?

8. A sailor says to his mate, “When sailing a ship about, the shortest distance between two points is a straight line.” Do you agree?

After you have answered all these questions, compare your answers with those obtained from two pieces of instructional materials that your teacher will share with the class.
