Reasons for the Seasons Lesson Plan
1. Set up Reasons for Seasons stations lab (see PHY 489.02 syllabus – weather).

2. Initiate a discussion about seasons in general (addressing such topics as changing temperature and weather patterns, variations in length of day, sun’s path across the sky, etc.)

3. Have students explain reasons for the seasons using whiteboards. (Elicit the alternative conception about earth-sun distance being the main reason for the seasons.)

4. Have students conduct Reasons for Seasons stations lab.

5. After stations lab is complete, have students return to their seats for a discussion about the seasons.

6. Identify main alternative conception about the cause of seasons, confront it, and resolve it, and later reinforce the new explanation. 
Materials: 4 thermometers, light bulb on stand, elliptical orbit drawing, 2 globes, 2 power lamps, water heater, beaker, 4 whiteboards, 6 responder pads, erasers, markers, 6 flashlights (minimags), moon and earth Xmas tree bulbs.
